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State  of  Montana, 
Office  of  Register  of  State  Lands, 

Helena,  Montana,  December  ist,  1895. 

To  His  Excellency, 

J.  E.  Rickards, 

Governor  of  Montana: 

Sir: — In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  48  of  the 
''Act  to  Provide  for  the  Selection,  Location,  Appraisal,  Sale 
and  Leasing  of  State  Lands,"  I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the 
following  report  of  the  business  transacted  by  the  State  Board 
of  Land  Commissioners  and  by  this  office  during  the  year  end- 
ing November  30th,  1895. 

RECEIPTS. 
The  following  amounts  have  been  received  at  this  office  dur- 
ing the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30th,  1895,  and  turned  in 
to  the  State  Treasurer: 

School  fund,  principal $13,556  12 

School  fund,  interest 13,205  32 

University  fund,  income 5,490  56 

Public  Buildings  fund,  principal   706  83 

Public  Buildings  fund,  income 800  76 

State  Normal  School  fund,  income 944  00 

State  Keform  School  fund,  sales 9,660  00 

Total $44,363  59 

SALES. 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  the  Legisla- 
tive Assembly  of  the  State  of  Montana,  entitled,  "An  Act  to 
Provide  for  the  Selection,  Location,  Appraisal,  Sale  and  Leas- 
ing of  State  Lands,"  approved  March  6th,  1891,  the  Register  of 
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the  State  lands  offered  for  sale  at  the  following  times  and  places 
during  the  fiscal  year  ending  November  30th,  1895,  the  follow- 
ing lands: 

At  Great  Falls.  Cascade  County,  Montana,  on  October  9th,  1895 

lands  appraised  during  the  year  1895 22,260  acres 

At  White  Sulphur  Springs,  Meagher  County,  Montana,  on 

November  29th,  1895,  lands  appraised  during  the  year  1895    94,470    " 

Total 116,730     " 

SALES. 

The  following  lands,  belonging  to  the  following  funds,  were 
sold  during  the  year  for  the  amounts  given: 

Belonging  to  the  Reform  School  fund,  860  acres:    total $9,600  00 

Belonging  to  the  School  fund 640       "  "     7,200  00 

Four  lots  in  Missoula  School  Addition "     400  00 


Total $17,200  00 

LEASES. 

The  following  leases  of  lands  belonging  to  the  different  funds 

were  granted  during  the  year,  aggregating  in  number  of  acres 

and  in  rental  as  follows: 

Leases  Acres 

University  fund 4  leases,      960  acres,  total  rental 

Public  Buildings  fund  1      "  160      "  "         " 

Normal  School  fund 2      "  320      "  "         " 

School  fund 51       "       24,871       "  "         " 


Rental 

$164  00 

104  00 

232  00 

2,886  50 

$3,386  50 

Total 58  26,311 

PERMITS. 

The  following  number  of  permits  to  fence  and  occupy  school 

lands,  aggregating  in  number,  acres  and  rental  as  follows  were 

issued  during  the  year. 

School  fund,  income,  No.  permits,  70;      Acres,  23,440;      Rental,  $2,777  00 

Total  number  of  permits  and  leases  issued  during  year 128 

Total  number  of  acres  rented  under  leases  and  permits  during  the 

year 49,750  00 

Total  annual  rental  coming  from  leases  and  permits  issued  during 

the  year 6,163  50 

The  following  approved  selections  have  been  received  from 
the  General  Land  Office  during  the  year: 
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Acres. 
Agricultural   College  List  No.   3,  Missoula   District   approved 

March  16,  1895 23,308.02 

March  23,  1895,  List  No.  1,  Missoula  District 10,987.32 

34,295  34 
Reform  School,  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  March 

23,  1895 4,528.35 

Normal  School,  List  No.  4,  Missoula  District,  approved  March 

16th.  1895 23,190.07 

School  of  Mines,  approved  March  23,  1895,  List  No.  4,  Missoula 

District 22,206.93 

Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  List  No.  3,  Missoula  District,  approved 

March  23,  1895 13,940.96 

Public  Buildings,  List  No.  3,  Helena  District,  approved  March 

16,  1895 ' 13,886.44 

Total 112,058.09 

The  collection  of  rents  and  payments  due  on  certificates  de- 
linquent at  the  close  of  the  fiscal  year  ending  December,  1894. 
of  which  there  were  a  great  many  cases,  has  been  vigorously 
pushed  by  this  office  during  the  past  six  or  eight  months  with 
►satisfactory  results,  but  there  are  still  several  cases  on  the 
books  which  will  undoubtedly  have  to  be  turned  over  to  the 
Attorney  General  for  collection  in  the  near  future.  On  some 
of  them  the  State  is  not  apt  to  realize  much,  from  the  fact  that 
the  sureties  appear  to  be  irresponsible.  Most  of  those  cases 
are  in  the  Flathead  country. 

The  collection  of  rents  and  payments  due  during  the  fiscal 
year  just  closed  has  been  fairly  satisfactory,  notwithstanding 
that  the  crops  in  the  Flathead  country  was  almost  a  complete 
loss  and  the  crops  in  the  Gallatin  Valley  seem  to  have  been 
little  better. 

That  there  has  been  a  most  remarkable  demand  for  lands 
under  the  permit  system  will  be  realized  by  the  fact  that  of  the 
seventy-five  permits  issued  prior  to  December  1st,  1895,  and 
still  in  force,  seventy  have  been  issued  since  the  establishment 
of  this  office  iu  March,  1895,  thereby  bringing  a  handsome  rev- 
enue to  the  school  fund  from  a  new  source. 

In  the  preparation  of  this  brief  report  we  have  endeavored 
to  eliminate  unnecessary  details  and  present  only  such  infor- 
mation as  may  be  most  useful  in  form  and  convenient  in  char- 
acter, having  in  mind  the  fact  that  a  more  complete  and  full  re 
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port  for  the  same  fiscal  year  will  necessarily  have  to  be  pre- 
pared a  year  hence,  for  publication. 

Two  cases  of  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Register  in  the 
matter  of  the  granting  of  leases  have  come  before  the  Board  of 
State  Land  Commissioners,  in  both  of  which  the  decision  of  the 
Register  has  been  sustained  by  the  Board. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  A.  SWIGGETT, 
Register  State  Land  Office. 
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Office  of  the  State  Land  Agent, 

Helena,  Montana,  November  30th,  1895. 

Governor  J.  E.  Rickards, 

President  of  the  State  Board  oj  Land  Commissioners, 
Helena,  Montana. 

Sir: — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  the  Fifth  Annual 
Report  of  this  office  from  December  1st,  1894,  to  November  30, 
1895.  A  portion  of  which  covers  the  official  acts  of  my  prede- 
cessor, as  my  term  dates  from  August  1st,  1895. 

I  was  appointed  Assistant  State  Land  Agent  on  March  7th, 
1.895,  and  took  charge  of  the  office  on  the  19th,  of  the  same 
month,  until  State  Land  Agent  Hickman,  who  was  lying  sick 


APPRAISEMENTS. 

At  once  on  assuming  the  duties  of  the  office,  I  was  instructed 
by  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  to  complete  the 
appraisement  of  the  State  Lands  in  Cascade  County.  In  com- 
pliance with  the  act  of  our  Legislature  of  March  15th,  1895, 
making  it  the  duty  of  the  State  Land  Agent  to  do  the  apprais- 
ing of  State  Lands  instead  of  a  local  board,  appointed  by  the 
County  Commissioners.  The  local  board  of  appraisers — citi- 
zens of  the  county — had  appraised  all  the  State  lands  in  this 
County  except  forty-four  school  sections  which  were  situated 
in  the  remote  portion  of  the  southern,  eastern  and  western 
part  of  the  County. 

I  began  this  appraisement  on  March  30th,  1895,  and  com 
pleted  it  on  April  19th,  1895.  I  examined  and  appraised  each 
1  -4  section  separately  in  44  sections  and  reported  same  to  the 
State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners  on  May  7th,  1895. 
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This  land  is  chiefly  valuable  for  grazing,  but  there  are  25  of 
the  sections  occupied  by  settlers,  nearly  all  of  whom  are  en- 
gaged in  stock  raising. 

My  field  expenses  in  performing  this  work  was  $122.75. 

By  order  of  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  T  began 
the  appraisement  of  the  State  Lands  in  Meagher  County  on  the 
23d  day  of  May,  1895. 

I  examined  and  appraised  each  1-4  section  separately,  of  155 
sections,  of  which  140  were  school  sections;  8  were  University 
sections  and  7  sections  belonged  to  Public  Buildings. 

There  are  63  sections  occupied  by  settlers  upon  which  they 
have  valuable  improvements.  The  highest  appraised  value 
is  $10.00  per  acre,  and  the  lowest  is  $1.00  per  acre,  the  average 
being  about  $2.25  per  acre. 

I  was  engaged  on  this  work  71  days  and  my  field  expenses 
were  $329.50. 

While  engaged  in  the  field  on  this  work,  in  the  Musselshell 
Valley,  on  July  21st.  I  received  a  dispatch  informing  me  of  the 
death  of  my  predecessor,  Hon.  R.  O.  Hickman,  at  the  Presby- 
terian Hospital,  Chicago. 

The  peculiar  circumstances  connected  with  the  cause  of  his 
death  are  such  that  his  case  deeply  excites  the  sympathy  of  all 
citizens,  and  especially  the  pioneers  of  our  State  who  knew 
him  best.  While  exploring  and  examining  lands  for  the  State 
in  the  Swan  River  Valley,  in  company  with  Hon.  Granville 
Stuart,  on  September  30th,  1893,  his  horse,  while  struggling 
through  a  miry  place  in  the  forest,  fell  and  threw  him  against 
a  tree,  breaking  his  right  arm  near  the  shoulder.  It  was  five 
days  before  he  was  able  to  reach  medical  aid,  and  his  suffer- 
ing from  the  day  he  was  hurt,  until  he  was  relieved  by  death, 
a  period  of  two  years  lacking  forty  days,  was  something  ter 
rible. 

"Ne'er  to  the  chambers  where  the  mighty  rest, 
Since  their  foundation,  came  a  nobler  guest; 
Nor  e'er  was  to  the'boAvers  of  bliss  conveyed 
A  fairer  Spirit  or  more  welcome  Shade." 
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TIMBEK  APPRAISEMENTS. 

In  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  State  Board  of  Land 
Commissioners  dated  October  5th,  1895,  I  estimated  and  ap 
praised  the  merchantable  timber  of  the  size  of  10  inches  at  the 
top  end,  and  20  feet  from  the  stump,  on  portions  of  sections  30 
and  32,  T.  16  N.,  R.  14  W.,  the  same  being  embraced  in  list  No. 
4,  Missoula  Land  office,  for  the  State  Reform  School ;  and  all 
of  sections  16  and  36,  T.  15  N.,  R.  14  W.,  section  16  T.  14  K,  R. 
14  W.,  sections  16  and  36,  T.  14  N.,  R.  15  W.,  sections  16  and  36 
T.  14  N.,  R.  16  W.,  and  section  36  T.  14  N.,  R.  17  W. 

As  per  my  report  made  to  the  Board  on  November  4th,  1895. 
I  found  these  sections  situated  along  and  near  the  Big  Black 
Foot  River  and  Clearwater  creek,  from  the  mouth  of  the  Camas 
Creek  to  Salmon  Lake,  in  Deer  Lodge  County. 

I  estimated  the  saw  timber  on  these  ten  sections  at  30  million 
300  thousand  feet,  at  from  $1.15  to  $1.50  per  thousand,  aggre- 
gating about  ($39,000.00)  thirty-nine  thousand  dollars. 

The  Board  advertised  to  sell  this  timber  at  public  auction  on 
November  4th,  1895;  and  the  timber  belonging  to  the  State  on 
sections  30  and  32,  T.  16  N.,  R.  14  W.,  was  that  day  sold  to  C.  L. 
Griswold,  at  $1.25  per  thousand  feet,  the  appraised  value,  and 
the  timber  on  the  remaining  eight  school  sections,  was  sold  to 
the  Big  Blackfoot  Milling  Company  at  appraised  value,  about 
three  weeks  after. 

I  was  also  ordered  by  the  Board,  to  examine  and  appraise  the 
timber  of  the  size  of  10  inches  in  diameter,  20  feet  from  the 
stump,  on  section  36,  T.  11  N.,  R.  20  W. 

This  section  is  situated  on  the  bottom  along  the  left  bank  of 
the  Bitter  Root  River,  one-half  mile  east  from  Carlton  station 
on  the  Bitter  Root  branch  of  the  Northern  Pacific  Railroad. 
The  surface  is  nearly  level,  from  six  to  ten  feet  above  the  bed 
of  the  river,  and  the  soil  is  second  rate,  clay  loam,  gravelly  and 
good  agricultural  land  when  cleared. 

This  section  has  been  well  timbered  with  an  excellent  qual- 
ity of  large  yellow  pine,  bat  about  40  per  cent  of  the  timber 
on  the  west  half  of  the  section  has  been  blown  down  and  cut 
for  saw  logs,  which  cutting  was  done  under  permit  from  the 
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State  Board,  to  save  the  timber  from  absolute  waste.  The 
remainder  of  the  timber  is  generally  large  and  suitable  for  saw 
logs,  which  I  estimated  at  three  million  feet  and  appraised  it 
a1  *1 .40  per  thousand  feet,  at  which  price  it  was  sold  to  William 
j  1  (Keen  on  November  27th,  1895,  in  pursuance  with  duly  ad- 
vertised notice. 

SELECTIONS. 

The  following  are  the  selections  that  have  been  made  as  far 
as  the  records  of  this  office  show,  for  the  year  1895. 

On  February  4th,  1895,  a  selection  was  made  for  account  of 
the  State  Reform  School,  list  No.  4,  Helena  Land  Office,  for  40 
acres,  being  the  S.  E.  1-4  of  the  N.  W.  1-4  of  section  30,  T.  16  N., 
R.  14  W.,  situated  on  the  north  shore  of  the  Salmon  Lake,  which 
is  valuable  timber  land. 

On  December  24th,  1894,  a  selection  was  made  for  account 
of  Siate  Normal  School,  list  No.  G,  Missoula  Land  District,  for 
1,040.02  acres. 

In  compliance  with  an  order  from  the  chairman  of  the  State 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners,  dated  April  4th,  1895,  on  May 
4,  1895,  I  selected  for  account  of  State  Reform  School,  list  No. 
1,  Lewistown  Land  Office,  two  sections,  or  1,275.61  acres  of  land 
under  act  of  Congress  approved  March  2d,  1895,  "authorizing 
the  Governor  to  select  and  enter  the  lands  in  the  Fort  Maginnis 
abandoned  military  reservation,  which  are  free  from  any  set- 
tlement or  other  right  or  claim  at  date  of  selection,  not  exceed- 
ing in  all,  two  sections,  on  which  are  situated  the  buildings 
heretofore  used  for  military  purposes."' 

Upon  examination  I  found  that  the  most  desirable  agricul- 
tural land  within  the  boundaries  of  the  reservation,  had  been 
entered  under  the  Homestead  laws,  so  that  I  estimated  that 
only  about  one  hundred  acres  in  this  selection  is  desirable  agri- 
cultural land,  and  the  remainder  is  rolling  table  land  and 
nearly  level  plateaus  of  good  soil,  but  generally  stony,  and  in 
iis  present  condition,  only  fit  for  grazing,  although  with  the 
water  supply  available,  with  plenty  of  well  directed  labor,  a 
much  larger  area  can  be  made  desirable  for  agricultural  pur- 
poses. 
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I  found  the  abandoned  buildings  generally  first  class.  Valu- 
able and  well  built,  but  evidence  on  every  hand  that  the  gov- 
ernment custodian,  who  has  had  charge  of  them  since  they 
were  abandoned,  had  neglected  his  duties  as  there  are  many 
doors  and  windows  missing. 

There  are  six  double  officers  quarters  and  one  single,  all  first 
class  large  commodious  dwellings  in  good  condition,  except 
some  of  the  inner  doors  gone. 

Five  smaller  dwellings  with  five  and  six  rooms  each,  and  all 
in  fair  repair. 

Three  double  Barracks  with  basement,  220  by  26  feet  each, 
with  kitchen  addition  120  by  20  feet,  with  wide  porch  extend- 
ing the  entire  length  of  the  building  facing  the  parade  grounds, 

One  large  first  class  Hospital  building  with  numerous  rooms. 
and  two  wards. 

One  teamsters  Mess,  a  good  building  with  large  dining  room 
and  ten  or  twelve  smaller  rooms. 

One  church  or  hall  75  by  50  feet,  a  first  class  building  in  fair 
condition. 

One  stone  guard  house,  large,  strong  and  well  built. 

Three  warehouses  200  by  26  feet  with  basement  same  size. 

Four  stables  200  by  35  feet,  with  stalls  in  each,  for  75  head 
of  horses  and  granary,  saddle  rooms,  etc. 

A  large  ice  house  and  bakery,  and  numerous  outbuildings. 

The  material  in  many  of  these  buildings  can  be  used  for 
fencing,  building,  repairing,  etc.,  and  can  be  sold  at  some  price 
which  I  think  is  advisable  in  the  event  the  State  do  not  occupy 
them  for  some  purpose,  which  seems  doubtful. 

And  now  that  the  State  has  employed  a  Custodian  to  take 
care  of  these  buildings  at  a  salary  of  $30.00  a  month,  there  is 
danger  that  the  expense  will  at  no  distant  day  amount  to  more 
than  the  revenue  that  the  State  will  ever  realize  from  them  and 
the  land,  and  in  the  meantime  the  material  in  all  these  build- 
ings, which  there  is  no  probability  of  the  State  ever  having  any 
use  for,  is  going  to  decay  and  daily  becoming  of  less  value. 

Therefore  I  believe  it  will  prove  economy  to  the  State  to  sell 
the  land  embraced  in  this  selection,  together  with  all  the  build- 
ings, at  as  early  date  as  is  practicable. 

On  September  23d,  1895,  I  filed  list  No.  6,  in  Missoula  Land 
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Office  for  account  of  State  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum,  for  5,160.40 
acres  of  timber  lands  situated  in  Missoula  County,  along  the 
north  side  of  the  Clarks  Fork  of  the  Columbia  River;  below 
Thompson  Falls,  and  along  and  near  Swamp  Creek,  S.  W.  of 
Horse  Plains,  and  one  section  on  the  north  side  of  the  Missoula 
River,  a  short  distance  below  Nine  Mile  Creek. 

On  September  23d,  1895,  I  filed  list  No.  7,  under  Sec.  17,  act 
approved  February  22d,  1889,  in  Missoula  Land  Office,  for  ac- 
count of  State  Normal  School  for  5,564.14  acres  of  timber  lands, 
situated  along  the  Coeur  d'Alene  branch  of  the  Northern  Pa- 
cific Railroad,  on  north  side  of  the  Missoula  River  in  Missoula 
County. 

On  September  23d,  1895,  I  filed  list  No.  8,  under  section  17, 
act  approved  February  22d,  1889,  in  the  Missoula  Land  Office, 
for  account  of  the  State  Agricultural  College,  for  5.610.88 
acres  of  timber  lands,  situated  along  the  Missoula  river,  below 
the  mouth  of  the  St.  Borgis  Regis  River,  Missoula  County. 

On  October  29th,  1895,  I  filed  list  No.  10,  under  Sec.  17,  act 
approved  February  22d,  1889,  in  the  United  States  Land  Office, 
at  Helena,  for  account  of  State  Public  Buildings,  160  acres  of 
agricultural  land,  situated  in  the  Missouri  River  Valley,  seven 
miles  north  west  from  the  town  of  Townsend  in  Meagher 
County. 

Lists  No.  6  and  7  for  Agricultural  College,  filed  in  the  Mis- 
soula Land  Office,  August  31  and  October  5, 1894,  respectively, 
under  Sec.  16,  act  approved  February  22d,  1889,  is  changed  to 
Lists  No.  1  and  2  by  order  of  the  Commissioner  of  the  General 
Land  Office,  as  Sections  16  and  17  under  said  act  must  carry 
separate  and  distinct  list  numbers. 

SUMMARY  OF  SELECTIONS. 


PUBLIC  BUILDINGS  LIST. 

Total  grant  to  Public  Buildings 182,000.00  acres 

Net  selections  prior  to  December  1,  1894 100,573.24 

Oct.  29,  1895,  List  No.  10,  Helena  Land  District.  160.00 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 100,733.24    100,733.24  acres 

Leaving  to  be  selected 81,260.76  acres 
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AGRICULTURAL    COLLEGE. 

Total  grant  to  Agricultural  College 140,000.00  acres 

Net  selections  prior  to  December  1,  1895.. .      70,397.08  acres 
Sept.  23,  1895,  List  No.  8,  Missoula  Land 

District 5,610.88  acres 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 76,007.96  acres     76,007.96  acres 

Leaving  to  be  selected 63,992.04  acres 

SCHOOL  OF  MINES. 

Total  grant  to  School  of  Mines 100,000.00  acres 

Net  selections,  prior  to  December  1,  1894 55,592.81      ' ' 

Leaving  to  be  selected 44,407.19  acres 

I  find  no  record  of  any  selections  or  relinquishments  for  this  Institu- 
tion during  the  year  1895. 

NORMAL  SCHOOL. 

Total  grant  to  Normal  School  100,000.00  acres 

Net  selections  prior  to  December  1,  1894  . .      51,561.86  acres 
Dec.  24,  1894,  List  No.  6,  Missoula  Land 

District 1,040.02      " 

Sept.  23,  1895,  List  No.  7,   Missoula  Land 

District 5,564.14     " 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 58,166.02  acres     58,166.02  acres 

Leaving  balance  to  be  selected 41,833.98  acres 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  ASYLUM. 

Total  grant  to  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 50,000.00  acres 

Net  selections,  prior  to  Dec.  1,  1894  25,960.49  acres 

Sept,  23,  1895,  List  No.  6,  Missoula  Land 

District . 5,160.40     "     • 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 31,120.89  acres     31,120.89  acres 

Leaving  balance  to  be  selected 18,879.11  acres 

REFORM  SCHOOL. 

Total  grant  to  Reform  School 50,000.00  acres 

Net  selections,  prior  to  Dec.  1,  1894 29,619.40  acres 

Feb.  4,  1895,  List  No.  4,  Helena  Land  Dis- 
trict   40.00     ;' 

May  4,  1895,  List  No.  1,  Lewistown  District       1,275.61      " 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 30,935.01  acres     30.935.01  acres 

Leaving  balance  to  be  selected 19,064.99  acres 
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Total  grant  to  these  Six  Institutions 622,000.00  acres 

Selected  for  Public  Buildings 100,733.24  acres 

Selected  for  Agricultural  College 76,007.96      " 

Selected  for  School  of  Mines 55,592.81      " 

Selected  for  Normal  School 58,166.02     " 

Selected  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum 31.120.89     " 

Selected  for  Reform  School 30,935.01      " 

Total  number  of  acres  selected 352,555.93  acres   352,555.93  acres 

Leaving  balance  to  be  selected 269,444.07  acres 

CONTESTS. 

State  vs.  F.  J.  Morris. 

Involving  the  S.  1-2  of  the  N.  W.  1-4  and  the  N.  1-2  of  the  S. 
•W.  1-4  section  23,  T.  2  N.,  R.  19  W. 

This  land  was  included  in  original  list  No.  8,  filed  in  Mis- 
soula Land  Office,  for  Public  Buildings,  October  22d,  1894, 
but  afterwards  eliminated  by  reason  of  H.  E.  No.  1074  filed  in 
said  land  office  August  23d,  1894,  by  Prank  J.  Morris  of  Ham- 
ilton. 

The  Attorney  General  contested  the  H.  E.  and  there  was  a 
final  hearing  at  said  land  office  September  12th,  1895,  and  the 
case  is  still  pending. 

State  vs.  Kobbins. 

Involving  the  N.  W.  1-4  of  the  N.  E.  1-4  and  the  N.  1-2  of  the 
N.  W.  1-4  and  the  S.  W.  1-4  of  the  N.  W.  1-4  of  section  10,  T.  2 
N.,  B.  20  W.  A.  E.  Bobbins  filed  H.  E.  No.  1090  in  the  [J.  S. 
Land  Office  at  Missoula  for  this  land  on  August  28th,  1894, 
claiming  settlement  prior  to  the  survey  of  the  land,  but  the 
Board  having  cause  to  doubt  that,  the  Attorney  General  filed 
contest  and  a  hearing  Avas  ordered,  testimony  to  be  taken  be- 
fore Frank  J.  Morris,  TT.  S.  Commissioner  at  Hamilton,  which 
was  done  on  November  loth,  1895,  and  the  case  is  not  yet  de- 
cided. 

Hosea  Cormick,  on  November  20th,  1895,  filed  contest  in  the 
U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  the  N.  W.  1-4  of  the  N. 
W.  1-4  and  lots  Nos.  2,  3  and  4,  section  8,  T.  14  N.,  R.  22  W.,  em- 
braced in  list  No.  8,  for  Agricultural  College. 

Isaac  F.  Gill,  on  November  20th,  1895,  filed  contest  in  U.  S. 
Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  Lots  Nos.  1,  2,  3  and  7  seel  ion 
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32,  T.  15  N.,  R.  23  W.,  which  is  embraced  in  list  No.  8  for  Agri- 
cultural College. 

George  White,  on  November  15th,  1895,  filed  contest  in  the 
F.  IS.  Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  the  S.  W.  1-1  of  Sec. 
32,  T.  21  N.,  E.  27  W.,  embraced  in  list  No.  6,  for  Deaf  and  Dumb 
Asylum. 

William  Errand,  on  November  8th,  1805,  filed  contest  in  the 
U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  the  S.  1-2  of  the  N.  W. 
1-4  Sec.  32,  T.  21  N.,  E,  27  W.,  embraced  in  list  No.  6  for  Deaf 
and  Dumb  Asylum. 

Isaac  Eddy,  on  November  20th,  1895,  filed  contest  in  the  U. 
S.  Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  the  E.  1-2  of  the  S.  E.  1-4 
and  the  S.  W.  1-4  of  the  S.  E.  1-4  of  Sec.  6,  T.  14  N.,  E.  22  W., 
covered  by  list  No.  6  for  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum. 

Dundonne  Lajenuesse,  on  October  11,  1895,  filed  contest  in 
the  U.  S.  Land  Office  at  Missoula,  involving  the  S.  E.  1-4  of  Sec. 
2,  T.  1G  N.,  It.  2G  W.,  covered  by  list  No.  7  for  Normal  School. 

In  the  third  annual  report  of  my  predecessor  on  page  20,  I 
lind  this  paragraph: 

"For  further  selections  under  the  grants,  and  to  enable  the 
State  to  protect  its  lands,  it  is  necessary  for  the  State  to  have 
copies  of  all  township  plats  within  its  borders.  The  saving 
to  the  State  will  speedily  more  than  repay  the  cost  of  the 
plats."  Up  to  June  30th,  1895,  there  was  about  1,400  full  and 
fractional  townships  surveyed  in  the  State,  and  I  find  this  de- 
partment is  supplied  with  541  plats  and  263  photos  and  trac- 
ings, nearly  all  of  which  are  for  townships  in  the  eastern  and 
northeastern  part  of  the  State,  where  the  State  own  the  least 
land.  The  photographs  and  tracings  are  of  no  value  except 
for  field  use,  so  that  it  appears  that  this  department  is  short 
about  859  plats,  and  the  time  has  come  when  it  is  an  absolute 
necessity  that  the  State  Land  Department  be  furnished  with 
a  copy  of  every  surveyed  township  in  the  State  for  office  use, 
as  the  paragraph  before  mentioned  suggests,  then  for  field 
use  it  will  be  an  easy  matter  to  take  tracings. 

From  examinations  of  the  State  lands  east  of  the  main  di- 
vide, both  before  and  since  my  appointment  to  this  office,  I 
find  that  a  large  per  cent  of  the  352,555.93  acres  of  the  land  that 
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has  been  selected  to  date,  of  the  grants  for  the  support  of  the 
different  State  Institutions  are  of  very  little  present  value  by 
reason  of  its  arid  or  mountainous  and  broken  character.  So 
that  it  is  a  matter  of  great  importance  that  the  remainder  to 
be  secured,  should  be  selected  with  greater  care  as  to  value. 

About  all  the  desirable  land  over  which  the  public  surveys 
have  been  extended,  has  been  taken,  and  as  the  only  vain  aide 
land  of  any  extent  remaining  unsurveyed,  is  the  mountainous 
limbered  lands  of  the  western  portion  of  the  State,  in  Deer 
Lodge,  Missoula,  Flathead  and  Ravalli  Counties,  which  tim- 
bered tracts  are  rapidly  being  invaded  by  corporations  and 
individuals  for  speculative  purposes,  and  these  valuable  for- 
ests will  surely  be  denuded,  and  swept  away  without  the  State 
receiving  any  benefits  therefrom,  unless  the  public  surveys 
are  extended  to  cover  them  at  as  early  date  as  possible,  so  the 
State  can  make  its  selections. 

Only  very  little  of  the  area  lying  east  of  the  main  divide  in 
our  State,  contains  timber  of  any  commercial  value,  outside 
of  that  which  may  attach  to  what  small  amount  there  is  of  it 
for  fuel,  and  mining  timbers,  and  as  the  nearest  forests  of  avail- 
able timber  are  on  the  west  side  of  the  main  divide,  that  section 
must  be  looked  to  for  the  timber  reserve  in  the  future  to  supply 
th  eastern  portion,  or  practically  an  area  of  two-thirds  of  the 
total  area  of  the  State,  with  merchantable  lumber. 

There  is  every  reason  why  it  is  highly  desirable  for  the  State 
to  secure  as  much  of  these  valuable  unsurveyed  timber  lands 
as  possible. 

That  part  of  the  Act  of  Congress,  approved  March  3d,  1891, 
permitting  persons,  firms  or  corporations  the  right  to  cut  and 
remove  timber  from  non-mineral  public,  surveyed  or  unsur- 
veyed, lands  for  purposes  of  sale  or  traffic,  or  to  manufacture 
same  into  lumber  or  other  timber  product,  as  an  article  of  mer- 
chandise, by  getting  permission  to  do  so  from  the  Secretary  of 
the  Interior,  has  become  a  serious  menace  to  the  public  interest 
of  our  State,  and  under  its  operations  the  forests  of  our  most 
valuable  timber  is  being  invaded  and  causing  more  willful  des- 
truction than  from  any  other  cause. 

I  would  earnestly  urge  the  State  Board  of  Land  Commission 
ers  to  invite  the  attention  of  our  Senators  and  Representative 
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in  Congress  to  the  maliciousness  of  this  law.  If  it  was  ever 
of  any  public  benefit  to  our  State,  it  has  long  since  served  its 
purpose,  and  should  be  repealed  at  as  early  date  as  possible. 

If  for  a  moment  we  consider  the  extent  of  the  annual  destruc- 
tion of  the  choicest  timber  in  the  State  under  the  operation  of 
this  law,  the  demands  of  the  almost  countless  mines,  that 
have  free  access  to  the  timber  growing  on  unoccupied  mineral 
land,  under  act  of  April  3d,  1878,  against  which  there  is  no 
complaint,  and  the  destructive  fires  that  prevail  every  season, 
\t  is  an  easy  matter  to  foresee  that  the  time  is  not  far  distant 
when  merchantable  timber  in  our  State  will  be  exhausted,  and 
must  at  an  early  day  rapidly  increase  in  value,  therefore  I  con- 
sider it  a  matter  of  vital  importance  to  this  department  that 
the  Board  use  every  effort  in  their  power  to  secure  the  exten- 
sion of  the  public  surve}^  to  embrace  the  unsurveyed  timbered 
tracts  in  the  western  part  of  the  State,  at  the  earliest  possible 
day,  so  the  State  authorities  can  secure  the  most  valuable  lands 
to  complete  the  grants  for  the  support  of  our  different  institu- 
tions, aggregating  269,444  acres. 

At  least  seventy-five  per  cent  of  the  timbered  lands  of  the 
State  are  practically  valueless  except  for  the  timber,  and  one 
sale  of  timber  from  the  same  land  is  all  that  can  be  expected 
for  the  reason  that  it  is  well  known  that  when  the  large  trees 
are  cut  leaving  the  tops  and  boughs  scattered  among  the 
smaller  timber,  the  first  fire  that  occurs  will  destroy  all  the  re- 
maining timber,  leaving  nothing  but  a  blackened,  ruined  mass 
of  stumps  and  dead  trees  to  stand  and  season  ready  to  be  licked 
up  absolutely  by  the  next  fire,  therefore  I  venture  the  sugges- 
tion that  I  believe  it  would  be  a  wise  policy  for  the  Board  to 
adopt,  to  make  no  sales  of  timber  without  disposing  of  the  land 
with  it.  The  time  will  soon  come  when  the  State  can  realize 
at  least  the  minimum  price  (flO.OO)  per  acre  for  its  timber 
lands.  The  cry  of  danger  of  the  heavy  timbered  forests  of  the 
western  part  of  the  State  being  destroyed  by  fire,  is  largely 
overdrawn,  the  danger  by  fire  is  comparatively  small  until  a 
part  of  the  timber  is  cut,  leaving  so  much  combustible  material 
scattered  about  that  when  it  burns  it  creates  such  intense  heat 
(hat  it  destroys  every  living  thing  within  reach. 
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Section  3495  of  the  Political  Code  approved  March  15th,  1895, 
makes  it  the  duty  of  the  State  Land  Agent  to  appraise  the  State 
lands,  which  appraisement  I  have  completed  in  only  two  coun- 
ties, to-wit,  in  the  counties  of  Cascade  and  Meagher.  I  there- 
fore submit  to  your  Honorable  Board  that  by  reason  of  the 
vast  amount  of  work  incident  to  the  visiting  of  every  township 
and  reporting  on  every  quarter  section  of  land  belonging  to 
the  State,  yet  to  be  appraised,  and  the  time  necessarily  con- 
sumed thereby,  that  it  is  impossible  for  one  man,  without  as- 
sistance in  the  office,  to  make  much  progress.  Wherefore,  I 
respectfully  ask  that  this  office  be  allowed  a  clerk  to  attend  to 
the  duties  thereof  during  the  absence  of  your  agent,  and  pre- 
pare tracings,  etc.,  for  his  use  in  the  field. 

In  conclusion  I  desire  to  thank  the  members  of  the  State 
Board  of  Land  Commissioners  for  their  united  support  and  as- 
sistance, also  the  Surveyor  General,  the  Begister  and  Beceivers 
of  the  U.  S.  Land  Office  in  the  State,  the  various  railroad  com- 
panies, and  many  private  citizens  throughout  the  State  for  as- 
sistance and  courtesies  extended. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  M.  PAGE, 

State  Land  Agent. 


